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Just Keep Swimming  

By: Melissa Straub 

ATHENS, Ga.— While most college teams have to predict how they will perform together, for 

Courtney and Stephanie Peters of the University of Georgia’s Swimming and Diving team there 

is no mystery; it is in their DNA.   

 Courtney and Stephanie Peters, who are sisters, are enjoying one last year of being 

swimming teammates. Courtney, senior at UGA, and Stephanie, freshman at UGA, have both 

been swimming for 13 years. Both currently hold divisional titles as well as qualifying titles for 

the 2012 Olympic trials.  

 Prior to their time together at UGA, Courtney and Stephanie swam together for 10 years 

with the Marietta Marlins. Perhaps the biggest similarity between the sisters is their excellence 

within the pool.  

 Courtney was a qualifier for the National Collegiate Athletic Association for her butterfly 

stroke and individual medley stroke, which consists of butterfly stroke, backstroke, breaststroke 

and freestyle. Stephanie excels at distance swimming, free stroke, which qualified her for the 

2016 Olympic trials.  

 “There is nothing like swimming,” Courtney said. “Yes, you are staring at the bottom of 

the pool for hours, but during this time your mind can drift and it’s just you and your thoughts 

that help you get through practice.” 



	   Swimming	  at	  the	  college	  level	  comes	  down	  to	  finding	  the	  right	  program	  that	  fits	  

your	  athletics,	  academics,	  and	  personality.	  Courtney	  signed	  as	  a	  student	  athlete	  with	  UGA	  

after	  her	  recruiting	  trip	  in	  2011.	  Stephanie	  signed	  as	  a	  member	  of	  UGA’s	  swimming	  and	  

diving	  program	  in	  the	  spring	  of	  2014.	  	  

	   UGA’s	  swimming	  program	  offers	  Courtney	  and	  Stephanie	  the	  opportunity	  to	  

continue	  their	  swimming	  careers	  while	  simultaneously	  creating	  a	  new	  network	  of	  friends.	  

Not	  to	  mention	  the	  fact	  that	  swimming at UGA puts the sisters side by side in the pool, where 

they can compete statistically against each other and ultimately know they can rely on each 

other’s support.	  

	   “I really enjoy being at UGA with Courtney,” Stephanie said. “I love my sister so much 

and couldn’t be happier to be a part of the same team again. We have such a great bond. She is 

literally my best friend.” 

 Friends and family of the sisters could not be more supportive of the girls swimming 

careers. Since both sisters are at UGA, it is easy for family to attend swimming meets and to 

equally support both Courtney and Stephanie. The sisters have always been the best friends, so 

everyone close to the Peter’s always imagined they would attend the same college. 

 “They decided years ago they would stay together because of how close they are,” said 

their mother, Nancy Peters. “It also sets one’s mind at ease that they have each other to support if 

or when needed. I couldn’t be happier that they are both doing what the love to do best: swim.” 

 Stephanie is pursuing a degree in animal science, and said she will continue swimming 

the rest of her time at UGA. Courtney will resign from swimming after the National 

Championships in March 2014 and focus on graduating with a degree in early childhood 

education.  



 “It’s time to hang up the suit and goggles and actually have a ‘normal’ life,” she said.  

	  
	  

	  


